[Severe necrotizing fasciitis].
The pathophysiology of necrotizing fasciitis remains unclear in patients with no apparent immunologic disorders. Between 1987 and 1990 we treated six patients with necrotizing fascitis and septic-toxic multiple organ failure, three patients survived. The mean age was 38 years (25-62). In all patients the primary bacteriological examination revealed streptococcus. Between the first symptoms and an adequate therapy were 4 days in surviving patients and 7 days in patients who died. Four patients showed spread of the gangrene into the adjacent tissue: muscles (n = 3), bowel (n = 2), mediastinum (n = 1). Adequate débridement was not possible or not performed in patients with spread into the abdominal cavity or the mediastinum. These patients did not survive. The duration of intensive care treatment in surviving patients were 14 to 78 days. We conclude that survival of patients with severe necrotizing fasciitis is influenced by the delay before adequate treatment, the localisation of the gangrene and intensive care facilities.